366                               LECTURE VII.

be thine for a time, disappears; when all that was
created vanishes again like a dream, thy own true
Self belongs to the eternal Self; the Atman or Self
within thee is the true Brahman1, from whom thou wast

1 I have avoided to use the word Brahman instead of Atman, be-
cause, though its later development is clear, I must confess that I have
not been able as yet to gain a clear conception of its real roots. As
for all other abstract conceptions, there must be for brahman also
something tangible from which it sprang, but what this was, seems to
me still very doubtful.

There can be little doubt that the root from which brahman was
derived is brzh or vrih. The meanings ascribed to this root by native
grammarians are to erect, to strive, and to grow. These three mean-
ings may be reduced to one, viz. to push, which, if used intransitively,
would mean to spring up, to grow; if transitively, to make spring up,
to erect.

Between these meanings, however, and the meanings assigned to
Brahman by the oldest exegetes, there seems little connection. Y^ska
explains brahman as meaning either food or wealth. Sayawa adopts
these meanings and adds to them some others, such as hymn, hymn of
praise, sacrifice, also great (brihat). (See Haug, Uber die urspriing-
lich Bedeutung des Wortes Brahma, 1868, p. 4.) Professor Eoth
gives as the first meaning of brahman, (1) pious meditation appearing
as an impulse and fulness of the mind, and striving towards the gods,
every pious manifestation at divine service, (2) sacred formula, (3)
sacred word, word of God, (4) sacred wisdom, theology, theosophy,
(5) sacred life, chastity, (6) the highest object of theosophy, the im-
personal god, the absolute, (7) the clergy. Professor Haug, on the
contrary, thinks that brahma'n meant originally a small broom made of
Kussb grass, which during a sacrifice is handed round, and is also called
veda, i.e. tied together, a bundle. He identifies it, as Benfey before
him, with the Zend baresman, always used at the Izeshne ceremony,
which is a reflex of the Vedic Soma-sacrifice. The original meaning of
brahman and baresman he supposes to have been sprouts or shoots
(Lat. virga}, then growth, prosperity, and as the prosperity of a sacrifice
depended on the hymns and prayers, these too were called brahman,
the sacrifice was called brahman, and at last this prosperity was con-
ceived as the first cause of all being.

Neither of these biographies seems to me altogether satisfactory.
Without attempting to explain here my own view of the origin and
growth of brahman, I shall only say that there is a third meaning
assigned to the root bnh, to sound or to speak. Speech, in its most